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Water off icial Colin Korpi (at right) notes Silver
Valley well which has tested positive for high lev-

els of cancer-causing radium.
ment (at left) has become a

Speclfum Photo i Aura Wafburlon

Above ground equip-
sale haven lor rals.

Health offlclals suspected
problems a year ago when Gross Alpha
particles were detected ln the
valley's water. Further testlng
revealed radium levels above the
accepted limits of five parts per
million,

Gross Alpha particles are
rnicroscoplc bits left rvhen ele-
rnents break down at the alomlc
level. Most of the particles are
harmless. But others, such as
those produced when radium

breaks down, can damage deve- .

loping cells and cause cancer.
'lt's like a bullet belng flred

from lnside the body," Ken Bous-
field, compliance program mana-
ger wlth the Utah Divislon bf
Drlnklng Water, said. "if lt pas-
ses thfough wtthout hltting any-
thlng there's no harm. But tf it
passis through a cell rvhtle lt ls
dividing it damages the develop-
ing chromosomes, 'Ihat's how
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$ilver Valley water contaminated
By SC0TT SUMMERILL

Staff Writer

SILVER VALLEY, Utah
Wati:r flowing through the. taps
ln Sllver Valley may look pure,
but lt is talnted with cancer-.
causlng radium.

. Recent tests show hlgh lcvels
of radiunr particles in the com-.
munily's water supply, probably
from mill tailings of an aban-
doned urarriunr mine.
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lMhen there is. a good rain'

the leach fields 
'can overflow'

That runo{I can go right down

the well shaft," Colin KorPi, vice

oresident , of the communitY's .

water association' says '
"EverybodY uP here ts drinking
bottled water.'

Bousfield saYs there are seri-

ous concems oi long-term health
risks to the 25 households being

served bY the water system'
"We are stronglY ur$ng the

communlW to look for an alter-

nate water'source'" he said'

Those sources, howwer' maY

be somewhat limited'
, :The best altemative is to get

water from. neighborin$ l*eds'
whose main water line Passes
within half a mile of the subdi-

vision. But l*eds o{ficials saYs

that is imPosstble.
"lile can't annex Sllver ValleY

without violatin$ all our subdl-

vlslon ordinances," acting keds
Mavor Fred Frlese saYs' "And the

*a[er comPanY can't sell water

outside the cttY because of their
bvlaws. Ifs reillY a sorrY mess'"
'Jerry Glazer, President of 5M

tnc,. siid hls company re$stered

Drote$tsi9vg,.tle" ryell'g use with

Valley town well contaihs radium


